SIMPLE TENSOR PRODUCTS

DAVID HERNANDEZ!

ABSTRACT. Let F be the category of finite-dimensional representations of an arbi-
trary quantum affine algebra. We prove that a tensor product S1 ®---® Sy of simple
objects of F is simple if and only S; ® S; is simple for any i < j.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Let ¢ € C* which is not a root of unity and let U, (g) be a quantum affine algebra
(not necessarily simply-laced or untwisted). Let F be the tensor category of finite-
dimensional representations of U, (g). We prove the following result, expected in various
papers of the vast literature about F.

Theorem 1.1. Let Sy,--- ,Sn be simple objects of F. The tensor product S1®---Q Sy
is simple if and only if S; ® S; is simple for any i < j.

The ”only if” part of the statement is known : it is an immediate consequence of the
commutativity of the Grothendieck ring Rep(Uy(g)) of F proved in [FR2] (see [H3] for
the twisted types). This will be explained in more details in Section 6. Note that the
condition ¢ < j can be replaced by i # j. Indeed, although in general the two modules
S; ® S; and S; ® S; are not isomorphic, they are isomorphic if one of them is simple.
The ”if” part of the statement is the main result of this paper.

If the reader is not familiar with the representation theory of quantum affine algebras,
he may wonder why such a result is non trivial. Indeed, in tensor categories associated
to ”classical” representation theory, there are ”few” mnon trivial tensor products of
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representations which are simple. For instance, let V, V' be non-zero simple finite-
dimensional modules of a simple algebraic group in characteristic 0. Then, it is well-
known that V' ® V' is simple if and only if V or V' is of dimension 1. But in positive
characteristic there are examples of non trivial simple tensor products given by the
Steinberg theorem [S]. And in F there are "many” simple tensor products of non
trivial simple representations. For instance, it is proved in [CP1] that for g = sly an
arbitrary simple object V' of F is real, i.e. V ® V is simple. Although it is known [L]
that there are non real simple objects in F when g is arbitrary, many other examples
of non trivial simple tensor products can be found in [HL].

The statement of Theorem 1.1 has been conjectured and proved by several authors
in various special cases.

e The result is proved for g = sly in [CP1, CP2].

e A similar result is proved for a special class of modules of the Yangian of g,
attached to skew Young diagrams in [NT].

e The result is proved for tensor products of fundamental representations in [AK,

e The result is proved for a special class of tensor products satisfying an irre-
ducibility criterion in [C] for the untwisted types.

e The result is proved for a “small” subtensor category of F when g is simply-
laced in [HL].

So, even in the case g = §l3, the result had not been established. Our complete proof
is valid for arbitrary simple objects of F and for arbitrary g.

Note that the statement of Theorem 1.1 allows to produce simple tensor products V@V’
where V=51®---®Spand V' = S, 1 ®---®Sy. Besides it implies that S;®---® Sy
is real if we assume that the S; are real in addition to the assumptions of Theorem 1.1.

Our result is stated in terms of the tensor structure of F. Thus, it is purely repre-
sentation theoretical. But we have three additional motivations, related respectively to
physics, topology, combinatorics, and also to other structures of F.

First, although the category F is not braided (in general V ® V' is not isomorphic
to V' @ V), Uy(g) has a universal R-matriz in a completion of the tensor product
Uy(g) ® Uy(g). In general the universal R-matrix can not be specialized to finite-
dimensional representations, but it gives rise to intertwining operators V(z) @ V' —
V' ®V (z) which depend meromorphically on a formal parameter z (see [FR1, KSJ; here
the representation V(z) is obtained by homothety of spectral parameter). From the
physical point of view, it is an important question to localize the zeros and poles of
these operators. The reducibility of tensor products of objects in F is known to have
strong relations with this question. This is the first motivation to study irreducibility
of tensor products in terms of irreducibility of tensor products of pairs of constituents
(see [AK] for instance).

Secondly, if V' ® V' is simple the universal R-matrix can be specialized and we get
a well-defined intertwining operator V ® V! — V' ® V. In general the action of the
R-matrix is not trivial (see examples in [JM2]). As the R-matrix satisfies the Yang-
Baxter equation, when V is real we can define an action of the braid group By on V&Y
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(as for representations of quantum groups of finite type). It is known [RT] that such
situations are important to construct topological invariants.

Finally, in a tensor category, there are natural important questions such as the
parametrization of simple objects or the decomposition of tensor products of simple ob-
jects in the Grothendieck ring. But another problem of the same importance is the fac-
torization of simple objects V' in prime objects, i.e. the decomposition V =V ®---®@Vy
where the V; can not be written as a tensor product of non trivial simple objects. This
problem for F is one of the main motivation in [HL]. When we have established that the
tensor products of some pairs of prime representations are simple, Theorem 1.1 gives the
factorization of arbitrary tensor products of these representations. This factorization
problem is related to the program of realization of cluster algebras in Rep(Uy(g)) initi-
ated in [HL] when g is simply-laced (see more results in this direction in [N3]). Cluster
algebras have a distinguished set of generators called cluster variables, and (in finite
cluster type) a distinguished linear basis of certain products of cluster variables called
cluster monomials. In the general framework of monoidal categorification of cluster
algebras [HL], the cluster monomials should correspond to simple modules. Theorem
1.1 reduces the proof of the irreducibility of tensor products of representations corre-
sponding to cluster variables to the proof of the irreducibility of the tensor products
of pairs of simple representations corresponding to cluster variables. To conclude with
the motivations, Theorem 1.1 will be used in the future to establish monoidal categori-
fications associated to non necessarily simply-laced quantum affine algebras, involving
categories different than the small subcategories considered in [HL, N3|.

The paper is organized as follows. In Section 2 we give reminders on the category
F, in particular on g-characters (which will be one of the main tools for the proof).
In Section 3 we prove a general result about tensor products of [-weight vectors. In
Section 4 we reduce the problem. In Section 5 we introduce upper, lower g-characters
and we prove several formulae for them. In Section 6 we end the proof of the main
Theorem 1.1. In Section 7 we give some final comments.

Acknowledgments : The author is very grateful to Bernard Leclerc for having
encouraged him to prove this conjecture. He would like to thank Michio Jimbo and
Jean-Pierre Serre for their comments and the Newton Institute in Cambridge where
this work was finalized.

2. FINITE-DIMENSIONAL REPRESENTATIONS OF QUANTUM AFFINE ALGEBRAS

We recall the main definitions and the main properties of the finite-dimensional
representations of quantum affine algebras. For more details, we refer to [CP2, CH]
(untwisted types) and to [CP4, H3] (twisted types).

2.1. In this subsection we shall give all definitions which are sufficient to state Theorem
1.1. All vector spaces, algebras and tensor products are defined over C.

Fix h € C satisfying ¢ = e”. Then ¢" = e is well-defined for any r € Q.

Let C' = (Cj j)o<i,j<n be a generalized Cartan matriz [Kac], i.e. for 0 <4,j < n we
have CZ'J €7, Cm’ =2, and for 0 <1 75 7 < n we have Ci,j <0, (CZ’J =0« Cjﬂ' = O)
We suppose that C' is indecomposable, i.e. there is no proper J C {0,--- ,n} such that
Cij =0 for any (4,j) € J x ({0,--- ,n}\ J). Moreover we suppose that C' is of affine
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type, i.e. all proper principal minors of C' are strictly positive and det(C) = 0. By
the general theory in [Kac|, C' is symmetrizable, that is there is a diagonal matrix with
rational coefficients D = diag(rg,- - ,r,) such that DC' is symmetric. The quantum
affine algebra U,(g) is defined by generators k:iﬂ, JJ;JE (0 < i < n) and relations

ki — k!

kik; = kjk; | /m:f — q(:l:v‘ici,]')x;tki 7 [xj,xj—] =0

qi—q "

> GO E) e @) = 0 (for i # ),
7’:0"'1—07;,]'

where we denote (mi)(r) = (mi)r /lr]gr! for r > 0. We use the standard g¢-factorial

notation [rlg! = [rlglr = 1. [l = (¢ —¢ )¢ =¢") - (a—a Na—a )"
The :L‘Z?t, k:;tl are called Chevalley generators.
We use the coproduct A : Uy(g) — Uy(g) ® Uy(g) defined for 0 < i < n by

Alk))=ki®k , Alef)=af @1+k®zf , Alz])=2; @k ' +1® ;.
This is the same choice as in [D1, C, FM]'.

2.2. The indecomposable affine Cartan matrices are classified [Kac| into two main
classes, twisted types and untwisted types. The latest includes simply-laced types and
untwisted non simply-laced types. The type of C' is denoted by X. We use the number-

ing of nodes as in [Kac] if X # Agi), and we use the reversed numbering if X = Agl)

We set pu; = 1 for 0 < i < n, except when (X,i) = (Agi),n) where we set p, = 2.
Without loss of generality, we can choose the r; so that u;r; € N* for any ¢ and
(oro A -+ A ppry) = 1 (there is a unique such choice).

Let I ={1,--- ,n} and let g be the finite-dimensional simple Lie algebra of Cartan
matrix (C; )i jer. We denote respectively by w;, a;, o) (i € I) the fundamental weights,
the simple roots and the simple coroots of g. We use the standard partial ordering <
on the weight lattice P of g. The subalgebra of U,(g) generated by the eE kM (ie)

is isomorphic to the quantum group of finite type U, (g) if X # Agi), and to U 4 (g) if
q
X = Ag). By abuse of notation this algebra will be denoted by U, (g).

n

Uy(g) has another set of generators, called Drinfeld generators, denoted by
zt k;ﬂ,hm,cﬂ/ZforiGI,meZ,reZ\{O},

i,m
and defined from the Chevalley generators by using the action of Lusztig automorphisms
of Uy(g) (in [B] for the untwisted types and in [D1] for the twisted types). We have
xzi = xfo for ¢+ € I. For the untwisted types, a complete set of relations have been
proved for the Drinfeld generators [B, BCP]. For the twisted types, only a partial set of
relations have been established (at the time this paper is written), but they are sufficient
to study finite-dimensional representations (see the discussion and references in [H3)).

In particular for all types the multiplication defines a surjective linear morphism
(1) Uy (8) @Uy(h) @ Uy (9) — Uy(g)

n [Kas] another coproduct is used. We recover the coproduct used in the present paper by taking

the opposite coproduct and changing ¢ to ¢~ *.
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where L{;E(g) is the subalgebra generated by the :z:zim (t € I, m € Z) and U,(h) is the

subalgebra generated by the k!, the h;, and ¢*'/2 (i € I, r € Z\ {0}).

For ¢ € I, the action of k; on any object of F is diagonalizable with eigenvalues
in +¢"%. Without loss of generality, we can assume that F is the category of type 1
finite-dimensional representations (see [CP2]), i.e. we assume that for any object of F,
the eigenvalues of k; are in ¢"% for i € I.

For the untwisted types, the simple objects of F have been classified by Chari-
Pressley [CP1, CP2] by using the Drinfeld generators. For the twisted types, the proof
is given in [CP4, H3]. In both cases the simple objects are parameterized by n-tuples
of polynomials (P;(u));es satisfying P;(0) = 1 (they are called Drinfeld polynomials).

The action of ¢¥1/2 on any object V of F is the identity, and so the action of the i
commute. Since they also commute with the k;, V' can be decomposed into generalized
eigenspaces V,,, for the action of all the h;, and all the &; :

V=@ V.

meM

The V,, are called [-weight spaces. By the Frenkel-Reshetikhin g-character theory
[FR2], the eigenvalues can be encoded by monomials m in formal variables Yzjfll (1 €
I,a € C*). The construction is extended to twisted types in [H3]. M is the set of
such monomials (also called [-weights). The g-character morphism is an injective ring
morphism

. oy 7 [y
Xq * Rep(uq(g)) V=1 |:Y;’a ]ie[,ae(c* ’
Xo(V) = 3 dim(Vin)m.

meM
For the twisted types there is a modification of the theory and we consider two kinds
of variables in [H3]. For homogeneity of notations, the Y; , in the present paper are the
Z;q of [H3] (we do not use in this paper the variables denoted by Y; , in [H3], so there
is no possible confusion).

Remark 2.1. Foranyi € I, r € Z\{0}, m,m' € M, the eigenvalue of h; , associated to
mm/ is the sum of the eigenvalues of h; , associated respectively to m and m' [FR2, H3].

If V,, # {0} we say that m is an [-weight of V. A vector v belonging to an l-weight
space V, is called an [-weight vector. We denote M (v) = m the l-weight of v. A highest
l-weight vector is an [-weight vector v satisfying a:;':pv =0foranyiel, peZ.

For w € P, the weight space V,, is the set of weight vectors of weight w for U,(g), i.e.

of vectors v € V satisfying kv = q(”“’(aiv Nw for any ¢ € I. We have a decomposition
V = @,cp Vo The decomposition in I-weight spaces is finer than the decomposition
in weight spaces. Indeed, if v € V,,;, then v is a weight vector of weight

wim)= 3 wa(mpiw; € P,
i€l,acC*

Yui’a (m)

where we denote m = [[;c; secr Yia . For v € V,,, we set w(v) = w(m).
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A monomial m € M is said to be dominant if u; ,(m) > 0 for any i € I,a € C*.
For V' a simple object in F, let M (V') be the highest weight monomial of x,(V') (that
is w(M(V)) is maximal). M (V) is dominant and characterizes the isomorphism class
of V' (it is equivalent to the data of the Drinfeld polynomials). Hence to a dominant
monomial M is associated a simple representation L(M).

Example 2.2. Let us recall the following standard example [J, CP1] which we shall use
in the following. Let a € C* and let L, = Cv} & Cuv, be the fundamental representation
of Uy(slz) with the action of the Chevalley generators recalled in the following table.

R —

x|z | xg | k1 kol
v |10 |v, |av, | O qui q o
vy [vi [0 |0 a tof | g7ty | qus

We have hy1 = q %z} 2§ —afz] [B]. The eigenvalue of hy1 corresponding to m € M

is Y e Uta(m)a [FR2]. We get hy .ol = aq v}, k1w = qut, so M(v]) =Y 44-2.
In the same way M (v, ) = YL_al. Hence xq(La) = Y1 qg-2 + YL_al and Lo = L (Y} 4g-2).
Let ¢ € I,a € C* and let us define the monomial A;, analog of a simple root. For

the untwisted cases, we set [FR2]
-1

Ai7a = K,aqiri}/ivaqri X H }/}70'
{jel|Cs 5=—-1}
-1 -1
x I[I Y Yia| x Il YieYiaYiee
{j€el1|C; j=—2} {J€I|C; j=-3}

For the twisted cases, let r be the twisting order of g, that is r = 2 if X # Dfl?’) and

r=3if X = Df’). Let € be a primitive rth root of 1 (for the untwisted cases we set by
convention r =1 and € = 1). We now define 4; , as in [H3].

If (X,1) # (Agl),n) and r; = 1, we set
-1

Aia = Yiag-1Yiaq X II Y (e
Gerci <oy
If (X,i) # (Agi),n) and ; > 1, we set
—1
Aia = Y; 0 Yiaqri X I[I Y| x I1 I v
{J€llCi ;<Orj=r} {5ellCij<0,rj=1} \{beC*|(b)"=a}

Y ao-1YnagVo LY L ifn > 1

If (X,i) = (Agi),n)a we set Apq =13 " Wnagtn —atn-1, 17> 1

Y1001 Y1,agYy L if n = 1.
As mentioned in the introduction, the statement of Theorem 1.1 is proved when

g= sly by Chari-Pressley. Let us explain the proof in this case. For k > 1, a € C*,
let Wi o = L(Y1,0Y1,0g2 -+ Y] gq26-1)) (this is called a Kirillov-Reshetikhin module). A
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q-segment is a subset of C* of the form {z,qu, e ,quK} = [z,quK] where z € C*
and K € N. We use the notation with N containing 0. We say that W}, , and W, are
in special position if [a, an(k*U] U [b, bq2(l*1)] is a g-segment which contains properly
[a, aq2(k_1)] and [b, qu(l_l)]. Otherwise they are said to be in general position.

Theorem 2.3. [CP1, CP2| The tensor product Wy, o4, @ -+ @ Wy, 4, is simple if and
only if Wy, o, and Wy, o, are in general position for any 1 < i < j < L. Any simple
object of F can be factorized in this form.

This is an explicit factorization in prime representations. Now the statement of
Theorem 1.1 for g = sly follows immediately. Notice that Theorem 2.3 also implies
that for g = sla, any simple object of F is real, as mentioned in the introduction.

For g # §l2, such a nice description of the factorization is not known. That is why
the proof in the present paper does not involve such kind of factorizations.

3. TENSOR PRODUCTS OF [-WEIGHT VECTORS

In this section we prove a general result for tensor products of [-weight vectors
(Proposition 3.2).
U,(g) has a natural grading by the root lattice Q@ = >, .; Za; of g defined by

deg (mfm) = +a; , deg(hi,) = deg (k:zi) = deg (cﬂ/Q) =0.

Let Z:lq*(g) (resp. Z;{; (g)) be the subalgebra of U, (g) consisting of elements of pos-
itive (resp. negative) @-degree. These subalgebras should not be confused with the
subalgebras L{;t (g) previously defined in terms of Drinfeld generators. Let

Xt = Z Cx},, C U/ (q).

JEIMEL
Theorem 3.1. Leti €I, r >0, m € Z. We have
(2) A(hig) € hip ® 1+ 1® hiy + Uy (9) @ U (g),
(3) A (o) € 0 @1+ Uy(e) @ (Uy(9)XT).

For the untwisted types the proof can be found in [D1, Proposition 7.1]. For X = Ag)

see [CP4] and for the general twisted types see [D2, Proposition 7.1.2], [D2, Proposition
7.1.5], [IM1, Theorem 2.2].

Let U,(h)* be the subalgebra of U, (h) generated by the k! and the h; . (i € I,7 > 0).
The g-character and the decomposition in [-weight spaces of a representation in F is
completely determined by the action of Uy (h)* [FR2, H3]. Therefore one can define
the g-character x, (W) of a U,(h)T-submodule W of an object in F.

Proposition 3.2. Let V1, Vs in F and consider an [-weight vector

w = <Zwa®va) + Zw%@v’ﬁ eV
«

B
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satisfying the following conditions.
(i) The v, are l-weight vectors and the v’ﬁ are weight vectors.

(it) For any B3, there is an a satisfying w(vy) > w(va)-
(iti) For w € {w(va)}a, we have 3 o vy )=w} Wa @ Va # 0.
Then M (w) is the product of one M (vy) by an l-weight of V;.

Proof: Consider

V="® D L |>v=ne D .
{weP|Fa,w(va)<w} {weP|Fa,w(va)<w}

By Formula (2), V and V are sub U,(h)T-module of V; ® Va. By condition (i), w € V
and the image of w in V/V is equal to the image u of 3_ o Wa®Vq in V/ V. By considering
ap such that w(v,,) is minimal, it follows from condition (iii) that 3, wa ® vy ¢ V.
Hence u # 0 and M (w) = M (u). Again by Formula (2), the action of h;, on V/V is
the action of h;, ® 1 +1® h;, for any i € I, r > 0. These operators commute with all
the operators h;, ® 1, 1 ® h;, (i € I, > 0), which also commute all together.
Consider W = U,(h)T.u C (V/f/)w(u). As W is finite-dimensional, there is «’ in
W which is a common eigenvector for the three families (h;, ® 1+1® hiﬂ’)z’e [r>00
(higr @ V)ierrnor (L@ hig)icr,~o- We get immediately that the eigenvalues of u’ for
the first two families are encoded respectively by M (u) and by an [-weight m of V;. By
condition (i), each wy ® v, is a common generalized eigenvector for (1® h;,),. >0
Hence W = " W, where W, is the space of common generalized eigenvectors for
(1® hig)ier~o In W with eigenvalues encoded by M(vs). So there is an o such that

u’ € W,. By Remark 2.1, we get M (vy)m = M (u) and so M (vy)m = M (v). O

Example 3.3. We use notations and computations as in Example 2.2. Let a # b € C*
and consider L, @ Ly (this is a generalization of [HL, Example 8.4]). We set w} = vF.
We have

Xg(La ® Lp) = Y1 0q2Y1 g2 + Yiag2Y1y + Y1 Yigeo + Y Y

We shall find an l-weight vector w in L, ® Ly of l-weight Y} 441 1Tb1 illustrating Propo-
sition 3.2. First let us give a generator of each l-weight space (they are of dimension 1
asa #b). wi @) (resp. wy Qv ) is of l-weight Yy 4q-2Y) pg—2 (resp. Ylfalbel). Let us
look at the weight space of weight 0. The matriz of hy 1 on the basis (wy ®v;r, wl ®uy )

-2 -3
(g *b—a a(—q+q7?) R . 1
18 ( 0 (q2a—b) > Thus, w, ® v, has l-weight Yy p,—2Y7 , and

w=(b—a)(w) @v,)+alg—q ) (w, @)

has l-weight Yl,aq*2Y1_b1' Then w satisfies the conditions of Proposition 3.2 with a
unique o, a unique 3, we = (b — a)wl, vy = v, , w’ﬁ =a(q — ¢ Hw, and v'ﬁ = vgr.
The l-weight of w is equal to the product M(w) =Y 442 fbl of M(vy) = bel and of

M(wa) = Y g2 which is an l-weight of L.
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Remark 3.4. If we replace v,, v’ﬂ, Vi respectively by w,, w’ﬁ, Vo in conditions (i), (ii)
and in the conclusion, the result does not hold. For instance w in Example 3.3 would
satisfy these hypothesis with we, = a(q — ¢~ w, , v = v;r, w’ﬂ = (b—a)w], v’ﬁ = .
But M(w) is not the product of M(wy) = 71 by an l-weight of Ly. The reason is
that Formula (2) also holds for r < 0 in the same form, with a remaining term in
U (9) ®U+( ) and not in U+( ) ®U (g) (this is clear from the relation between the
mvolutwn Q and the coproduct n [Dl Remark 6,(5)]).

4. REDUCTION AND INVOLUTION

In this section we reduce the proof of Theorem 1.1.

4.1. In this subsection we shall review general results which are already known for the
untwisted types. For completeness we also give the proofs for the twisted types.

Leti el If r=7;, >1 weset d; =r;. We set d; =1 otherwise. So for the twisted
types we have d; = p;r;, and for the untwisted types we have d; = 1. We define the

fundamental representation V;(a) = L ( i ad 1) foriel, aecCr.

If g is twisted, let g be the simply-laced affine Lie algebra associated to g [Kac|. Let
I be the set of nodes of the Dynkin diagram of the underlying finite-dimensional Lie
algebra, with its twisting ¢ : I — I and the projection I — I. We choose a connected
set of representatives so that we get I C I by identification. To avoid confusion, the
fundamental representations of U, (g) are denoted by V;(a), the g-character morphism
of Uy(g) by X4, and the corresponding variables by ?Zial Consider the ring morphism

Z[Y ] ) Z[Y ] ,
T ha zeI,ae(C*_> b |iel,aeC*

T (yo-p(i)ﬂ) =Y, (g forielac C*,peZ.
Proposition 4.1. [H3, Theorem 4.15] Leti € I, a € C*. We have
Yo (Vila)) = 7 (% (Vil@)) )
Lemma 4.2. Leti €1, a € C*. We have

Xa(Vi(@)) € Y, gty + Y, g AL, TZP* }
! (atiqni) Ji(ackqr) " JELKEZr>0

Proof: For the untwisted types the proof can be found in the proof of [FM, Lemma

6.5]. For the twisted types, the result follows from Proposition 4.1. O

1
1,a

For m,m’ € M, we set m < m’ if m € m'Z [A . This defines a partial

] iel,aeC*

ordering on M as the A; ! are algebraically independent [FR2].

i,a
Proposition 4.3. Let m € M dominant. We have
Xq(L(m)) € m + Z Zm'.

m/<m
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Proof: For the untwisted types the result is proved in [FM, Theorem 4.1]. In general

it is a direct consequence of Lemma 4.2 since a simple module is a subquotient of a

tensor product of fundamental representations [CP2, CP4]. O
For a € C*, consider the ring (which depends only on the class of a in C*/ (qZ(—:Z))

ya -7 |:Y:|:1

. d; .
i,(ag'e") } iellkeZ

Remark 4.4. For instance, we have Ai( 4 € Vo forany i € I, Ik € Z. Conse-

aqlek)

quently, xq(Vi(a)) € Y, for any i € I, since pir; € d;Z.

Definition 4.5. C is the full subcategory of objects in F whose Jordan-Hdélder compo-
sition series involve simple representations V' satisfying M(V') € V.

For instance, the representation V; (qlek) is an object of C forany ¢t € I, [, k € Z.

Theorem 4.6. Let m € M dominant. Then there is a unique factorization

L(m) = ® L(mg) where xq(L(myg)) € Va.
a€(C*/(q"€"))

This is a well-known result. The irreducibility of the tensor product follows for
example from the criterion in [C] (in other words, it can be proved as in Corollary 5.5
below that the tensor product and its dual are cyclic). Note that m, € ), implies
Xq(L(mg)) € Y, since this holds for fundamental representations by Remark 4.4.

As a consequence, we can assume in the proof of Theorem 1.1 that Si,---, Sy are
objects of C. Hence, in the rest of this paper we work in the category C.

Given a € C*, there exists a unique algebra automorphism 7, : U,(g) — U,(g) which
is defined [CP1] on the Drinfeld generators by

Ta (mfm) = aimxii’m, Ta(hiy) = a"hiy, 7o (K7') =K, 1 (ci%> = cta.
The definition in [CP1] is given for the untwisted types, but it holds for the twisted
types as well. For V in F, let 7(V') be the object in F obtained by pulling back V'
via the automorphism 7,. The following is proved in [FM] for the untwisted types (the
highest weight term is computed in [C]). The proof is the same for the twisted types.

+

Proposition 4.7. x,(7:(V)) is obtained from x4(V') by changing each Y;ibl toY, (atit)’

Let o be the involution of the algebra ) defined by Ylia1 — Y:Zl_l

If g is untwisted, let wy be the longest element in the Weyl group of g and i ~ i the
unique bijection of I satisfying wo(c;) = —a;. Let hY be the dual Coxeter number of
g and rV the maximal number of edges connecting two vertices of its Dynkin diagram.

If g is twisted, we use the same definition of ¥, h", but for (g). We set i = i.

Let i € I, a € C*. We set }O/i,a =Y, _if X = Ag) and r; < 1. We set }O/i,a =Y,
otherwise.

The proof of the following duality result can be found in [H2] for the untwisted types
(the highest weight term is computed in [CP3]).
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Proposition 4.8. For m € )1 a dominant monomial, we have

° U q (M)
o (Xq(L(m))) = xq (L (M)) where M = H <Y1,<a—1q(dﬂvhv))> .

icl,a€(elql)%

Proof: It suffices to prove the statement for the twisted types. By using the arguments
of [H2, Section 4.2], it suffices to compute the lowest weight monomial of x,(L(m)). By
using the same argument as in [FM, Corollary 6.9], it suffices to do it for fundamental
representations. Hence the result follows from Proposition 4.1. O

4.2. We define a sequence of subcategories of C in the spirit of the categories in [HL]
(but the subcategories that we consider here are different from the categories in [HL]).

Definition 4.9. Let £ > 0. Cy is the full subcategory of C whose Jordan-Holder com-
position series involves simple representations V' satisfying
M (V) W/ |:Y di:| .
is(g'*) i€1,0<I<l,kEL
For instance the representation V;(¢'e*) is an object of C fori € I, k € Z,0 <1 < /.
A monomial m # 1 in ) is said to be right-negative (resp. left-negative) [FM] if
the factors YZ (qrek)" appearing in m, for which r is maximal (resp. minimal), have

negative powers. The AZ_; are right-negative and a product of right-negative monomials
is right-negative. A right-negative monomial is not dominant [FM].
An analog of the following result was proved in [HL]| for simply-laced types.

Lemma 4.10. C; is stable under tensor product and Cy inherits a structure of a tensor
category.

Proof:  Let L(m), L(m') be simple objects of C; and L(m”) be a simple constituent of

L(m) ® L(m’). Then from Lemma 4.2, m” is of the form mm’A where A is a product

of A7L ¢, With o € I, k € Z, r > 0. Suppose that one factor Ai_(lekdiqR) occurs in A

i,(equ)
with R > d;j¢ — p;r;. Then mm/A~}

i,(ekdiqR)

as a product of right-negative monomials. Contradiction as m” is dominant. Hence the

is right-negative, so mm’A is right-negative

;(lediqu) occurring in A satisfy 0 < r < d;¢ — p;r;. Som” € Z |:}/;7(6kql)di:| e oereren
and L(m”) is an object of C;. Hence L(m) ® L(m') is an object of Cy. O
The statement of Theorem 1.1 is clear for Cy from the following.

Lemma 4.11. All simple objects of Cy are tensor products of fundamental representa-
tions in Cy. An arbitrary tensor product of simple objects in Cy is simple.

Proof: From Lemma 4.2, for any k € Z, i € I, we have
(K -1 -1

(4) Xq (Vz(f )) € Y;,e’fdi + }/i,ekdiAi’(ekdiq,uiri)Z |:Aj7(6mqr)dji|jef,mez,7’>0.

Let V be a tensor product of such fundamental representations in Cy. By Formula (4), a

monomial occurring in x4(V') not of highest weight is a product of one Y; .rq, A;(lek aiqrirs)
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f(l )5 So it is right-negative and not dominant. Hence V is simple
J,(emq"

and the first statement is proved. Let L(m) be a simple object in Cy. Then m is a
product of some Y; ra; (i € I,k € Z). The second statement follows immediately. [

by some }/jﬁmdj, A

Remark 4.12. The category Cy is not semi-simple. For instance, for g = sAlg, L(Y11)
has a non-split self-extension, which can be constructed by a direct computation.

As a consequence of Proposition 4.7, for any simple object V in C, there is a € ¢%€*

and ¢ > 0 such that 77(V) is an object in Cy;. Hence it suffices to prove the statement
of Theorem 1.1 for the categories Cy.

Let ¢ > 0. Consider the bar involution defined on 7Z [Yilk l di:| by
i,(ekq') i€l,keZ,0<I<¢

Y;’(qul)di = Y;’(G—qu—l)

For a simple V = L(m) we set V = L(m). This defines a bar involution of the

Grothendieck ring of C;. For example, V;(ekq!) = Vi(e F¢" N foric I,k € Z,0 <1 < /.

g forie ke Z,0<1 <V

Proposition 4.13. For V a simple object in C; we have x4(V') = xq(V'). In particular
the bar involution is a ring automorphism of the Grothendieck ring of Cy.

Proof: First by using Proposition 4.8 and Proposition 4.7, we get
d(xq(L(m))) = xq(L(d(m)))

where ¢ is the ring isomorphism of Y defined by ¢(Y;,) =Y, 4;,—1. Then consider

i,q"
the ring automorphism 1 of ) defined by Y; , — Y . We get immediately

(10 @) (xq(L(m))) = xq (L ((¢ 0 @) (m))).
This is exactly the relation x4(L(m)) = xq(L(M)). O

5. UPPER AND LOWER ¢-CHARACTERS

In this section we introduce the notions of lower and upper g-characters that we shall
use in the following. We prove several results and formulae about them. Fix L € Z.

5.1. For a monomial m € Y;, we denote by m=% (resp. m=F, m=¥) the product with
multiplicities of the factors Yir(lk l)di occurring in m with [ = L (resp. | < L, [ > L),
i,(€ekq
1€l kel
Consider a dominant monomial M € Y; and let V = L(M).

Definition 5.1. The lower (resp. upper) q-character xq<r,(V') (resp. xq.>0(V)) is the
sum with multiplicities of the monomials m occurring in x4(V') satisfying

mzHD = ppz(L+) (resp. m=L=1 = MS(L_1)> :
We define V<, V>1, C V' as the corresponding respective sums of [-weight spaces.
Let A<y, (resp. A>p) be the subring of ) generated by the A;} with ¢ € I and

;7 (di(L—=N)—p;7;)

a€ceq ( resp. a € gdiZq(di(L+N)+um)) '



SIMPLE TENSOR PRODUCTS 13

Lemma 5.2. x,<(V) (resp. xq>1(V)) is equal to the sum with multiplicities of the
monomials m occurring in xq(V) satisfying mM~' € A<, (resp. mM~' € Asp).

Proof:  Let us prove the statement for x4 > (V) (the other proof is analog). By Propo-
sition 4.3, we can assume m < M. First mM ! € Asr, implies m=E-1) = pr=(L-1)

since for any ¢ € I, | > L, k € Z, the monomial A~} o
’i,((ekql) i ghiTi

1, with » < L. To prove the converse, suppose that some A~'
,(equ) J Z"(ekql) i
with | < d;L + pur; and k € 7Z occurs in mM~'. Then mM~"' is left-negative
and there are j € I, M < L, K € Z satisfying U (M ek ) (mM~1) < 0. Hence

mSL=1) £ pp<E-1), 0

) does not contain

any Yi
J

Remark 5.3. As a consequence, for V.V' in F such that V @ V' is simple, we have
Xg>L(V O V') = xq>L(V)Xq>L(V') and xq<r.(V @ V') = xq<r.(V)xq<L(V").

An an illustration, by Lemma 4.2 and Lemma 5.2, for i € I, k,l € Z we get

v (9 (240)) =gy 8 (2400) =30 (5 () =, oy
5.2. A module in F is said to be cyclic if it is generated by a highest [-weight vector.
We have the following cyclicity result [C, Kas, VV].

Theorem 5.4. Consider ai,--- ,ar € €2¢% and iy,--- ,ir € I such that for r < p, we
have apar_l € é2qN. Then the tensor product

Vir(ar) ©--- @ Vi (a1)
1s cyclic. Moreover there is a unique morphism up to a constant multiple

Vir(ar) ® --- @ Vi (a1) = Viy(a1) @ --- @ Vig (ar),

iry(a)®n YiR,(aR)diR) '

Note that the condition in [Kas] is that aya, ! has no pole at ¢ = 0 when ¢ is an
indeterminate. That is why in our context the condition is translated as aya,; ! €
¢2g". The statement in [Kas] involves representations W (@;) = V;(a) for some a € C*
computed in [BN, Lemma 4.6] and [N2, Remark 3.3] (a does not depend on ¢ but only
on the choice of the isomorphism between Chevalley and Drinfeld realizations).

As a direct consequence of Theorem 5.4, we get the following.

and its image is stmple isomorphic to L (Y d

Corollary 5.5. Let m,m' € Yy dominant monomials. Assume that u; ,(m) # 0 implies
uj,(a(q’"ek)di)(m/) =0 foranyi,jel,r>0,keZ,ac (eZqZ)di. Let W = L(m) and
W' = L(m'). Then W @ W' is cyclic and there exists a morphism of Uy(g)-modules
Iww WeW - W oW
whose image is simple isomorphic to L(mm').
This is a well-known result (see for instance [FR1, KS]). We write the proof for

completeness of the paper. The morphism is unique up to a constant multiple. If in
addition W ®@ W is simple, then W’/ ® W is simple as well and Zyy - is an isomorphism.
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Proof:  From Theorem 5.4, W (resp. W) is the submodule of a tensor product of
fundamental representations V1 ®- - -®@Vg (resp. Vr+1®---®Vp) generated by the tensor
product of highest [-weight vectors. Consider elements i, € I, a, € €?q” satisfying
V. = Vi, (a;). Then by our assumptions, for ]l <p<r < Ror R+1<p<r <P,
we have a,(a,)~! € €2¢". Moreover, for 1 <r < R < p < P, we have a,(a,)”! €
¢2¢N. Hence, by Theorem 5.4, we have surjective morphisms (Vg @ --- ® V;) — W,
(Vp® -+ ®Vgy1) - W' and so a surjective morphism

(VR@---@V)@(Vp®@ - @ Vgi1) » W W,
where the left-hand module is cyclic. Hence W @ W' is cyclic. Now, by Theorem 5.4, for
every 1 <i < R < j < P, we have a well-defined morphism Z\/;,V]- VoV, - V,eV.
So we can consider
I= (IVl,VP S OIVR7VP) ©---0 (IVl,VR+1 O OIVR7VR+1) :

VMo V)@ (Vrt1 @ @Vp) = (Vpp1®---Vp)@ (V1 ®@---® Vg).
We use an abuse of notation, as we should have written Id ® Zy, v, ® Id. In the
following we shall use an analog convention without further comment. The image of
the restriction Zyy - of Z to W @ W is generated by the tensor product of the highest
l-weight vectors. Hence it is included in W’ ® W. By Theorem 5.4 the submodule of
VR+1®---®Vp@V] ®---® Vg generated by the tensor product of the highest I-weight
vectors is simple. Hence the image of Zyy - is simple. O

5.3. We go back to M € ) dominant and we turn to studying the surjective morphism
¢ =Ty (uzr)yp(usa-v): L(MZ) @ L (MS(L—U) =V = L(M).
Let v be a highest [-weight vector of L (MS(L*U).
Proposition 5.6. The morphism ¢ restricts to a bijection
¢: L (MZL) @v— (V)>r.

This result generalizes [HL, Lemma 8.5]. The proof is different because in the general
case, the representation L ((M )2k ) is not necessarily minuscule (in the sense of [CH]).
Proof:  First by Formula (2), fori € I, r >0 and w € L (MEL), we have

(5) higr(w @ v) = (hiyw) @ v +w  (hiyv) € (L (MZL) ®v).
Hence L(M=Y) ® v is a Uy(h)T-module and by Remark 2.1, we get
(6) Xq (L (M=F) ©v) = xq (L (M=) M=,

Let us establish

¢! (Var) = L (M=") ® v + Ker(¢).
Clearly ¢! (V>1) D Ker(¢). By Formula (6), we get ¢! (V>r) D L (M=F)®v. So the
inclusion D is established. Let us prove the other inclusion. ¢! (V51 is a U, (h)-module
and so it can be decomposed into I-weight spaces

o' (Var) = @ (671 (Var)),,-

meM
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If m € M is not an l-weight of V>p, then (¢! (V>z)), ~C Ker(¢). Otherwise, let
w e (¢! V1), Hwé¢L ((M)=*) @ v, we can write a decomposition

w:Zwa®’ua+w/ﬁ®v
(0%
as in Proposition 3.2 with all v, satisfying w(va) < w(v) and only one vj; = v. Thus,
one of the M(v,) is a factor of m, and so m is not an [-weight of V~. Contradiction.
Hence (¢! (V> L))m C L (M=") @ v. This concludes the proof of the equality.
Now by Formula (3), L ((M)=*) ® v is stable for the action of the x:p, and for
w € L ((M)=), we have

(7) fz:;fp(w ®v) = (a:;rpw) ®@uv forany i € I, p € Z.

Suppose that there exists a non-zero weight vector w ® v € Ker(¢) N (L (MZL) ® v).
w ® v generates a proper submodule of the cyclic module L(MZ1) @ L (MS(L_I))

since ¢(U,(g)(w ® v)) = 0. Let v/ be a highest l-weight vector of L(M=%). Since
w(w ®@v) < w(v' ®wv), there exists N > 1 such that there is a decomposition

w(w®@v) —wl' ®v) = —aj, — - — aj, for some ji,---,jy € 1.
Since L (MZF)@ L (M=) is cyclic, v'®v ¢ Uy(g)(w®v). Hence for any i1, -+ ,in €
I7 b1, - PN EZ) we get

(8) (1:+ e )(w@v)zoand (3:"' o eexf >w:0.

11,p1%712,p2 IN,PN 11,p1"12,D2 IN,DN

But L ((M)ZL) is simple, so there is g € U,(g) satisfying gw = v’. By using the surjec-
tive map (1), g can be decomposed as a sum of monomials in the Drinfeld generators
g—hgy where gy € Z/{j[(g) and h € Uy(h). Each term (g_hg;)w is a weight vector
and so we can assume that each term satisfies w(g_hg;w) = w(v'). Then each g w
is a weight vector satisfying w(gyw) > w(g-hgrw) = w(v'). So each g, is a product
A PR where N’ > N. So gtw = 0 by Formulae (8). Thus, we have

i1,p17i2,p2  Vins Dy
gw = 0. Contradiction. Hence we are done since we have established

Ker(¢) N (L (M=) ® v) = {0}.
O

Remark 5.7. By Formulae (5), (7), the action of the l‘;’_p, hiy on V=1, can be recovered

from their action on L (MZL). This will find other applications in another paper.
Corollary 5.8. Let M € Y1 be a dominant monomial and L € Z. We have
Xa 21 (L(M)) = M=E"Dy, (L (M=F)).
Proof: In Proposition 5.6, ¢ is an isomorphism of Uy (h)*-modules, and so
Xg>L(L(M)) = xq (L (M=) @ v).
We are done by Formula (6). O
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6. END OF THE PROOF OF THE MAIN THEOREM

First let us mention the proof of the "only if” part of Theorem 1.1 (which is trivial).
As proved in [FR2], the injectivity of the g-character morphism implies that Rep (i, (g))
is commutative (see [H3| for the twisted types). So the irreducibility of 1 ® --- ® Sy
is equivalent to the irreducibility of Sy = S,(1) ® - -+ ® S, () for any permutation o of
[1,N]. Let i < j and o satisfying o(i) = 1 and o(j) = 2. If S;® 5 is not simple, we have
a proper submodule V' C S;®.5; and so a proper submodule V& S5(3)®- - -@S5(n) C S,
Hence S1 ® --- ® Sy is not simple.

Now we turn to the ”if” part. We have seen in Section 4 that it suffices to prove
the statement of Theorem 1.1 for the categories Cy,. We shall proceed by induction on
£ > 0. For £ = 0 the result has been discussed in Section 4.2.

Let S be a simple module in C; of highest weight monomial M. Let M_ = M=
and M = M=*. Set S+ = L(M). Consider a highest I-weight vector v+ of S+. Recall
the surjective morphism of Corollary 5.5.

IS+,5', ZS+®S_ —» 5 C S_®S+.

Proposition 6.1. Let S,S" simple objects in Cy such that the tensor product S ® S’ is
simple. Then the tensor product S_ ® S" is simple.

Proof: Let M = M(S) and M' = M(S"). As above, we define
M= MSED M, = MR () = (M)SED (), = ()=,

The duality of Proposition 4.13 allows to reformulate the problem. Indeed the hypoth-
esis implies that S ® S’ is simple, and it suffices to prove that S_ ® S’ is simple.
From Corollary 5.8 with L = 1, we get

Xg>1 (L (W)) = M, M x (L (W)) :
Since S ® S’ is simple, this is equivalent to
Xog>1 (S®9) = My M, x, (L (M_M’_)) .
But by Remark 5.3 the left term is equal to x4 >1 (?) Xg,>1 (?) which, again by Corol-
lary 5.8, is equal to qu (K) Xq (S_’> = qu (S__ ® I) This implies
X

Xq (K@S_’_> =

Hence S_ ® S’ is simple. O
Now we conclude? the proof of Theorem 1.1. In addition to the induction on ¢, we
start a new induction on N > 2. For N = 2 there is nothing to prove.
For i = 1,--- N, we define M;, (M;)x, (Si)+, (u;)+ as above. Consider a pair
(4,7) of integers satisfying 1 < i < j < N. By our assumptions, S; ® S; is simple.
Hence (S;)— ® (S;)— is simple by Proposition 6.1. Besides (5;)4+ ® (S;)+ is a tensor

2Parts of the final arguments of the present paper were used in the proof of [HL, Theorem 8.1] for
the simply-laced types. But in the context of [HL] the proof is drastically simplified since the (S;)—
belong to a category equivalent to Co and are minuscule.



SIMPLE TENSOR PRODUCTS 17

product of fundamental representations belonging to a category equivalent to Cy by
Proposition 4.7. Hence (5;)4+ ® (S;)+ is simple. Now by Corollary 5.5, the module
(Sj)+ @ (Si)+ @ (Si)- @ (S5)— is cyclic. By Corollary 5.5, there exists a surjective
morphism

Y =T2(5;) 1.5 - L5745+ Z(5)) 4.5 - L(Si) 4.(50) -
W (9))+ @ (Si)+ ® (8i)- ® (55)- — L(M; My) = 55 ® ;.
The map Z(s;), (s:).Z(s;),,(5;)- can be rewritten as a ® idg;)_, where
a: (Sj)+ ® (Si)- @ (Si)4+ — (Si)- @ (Si)+ @ (S))+

restricts to a morphism & : (S;)4 ® S; — S; ® (S;)+. Now we have

(I(sj)+,(sj),)_1 ((Sj)=e) = (Sj)+ ® (uj)-

and Z(g,), (s;)_ restricts to a bijection from (S;)4 ® (u;)- to (Sj)>¢ by Proposition 5.6.
Since V¥ is surjective, we get

Im(@) ® (uj)- 2 S ® (5))+ @ (uj)-.

Hence @ is surjective.

By the induction hypothesis on IV, the module S; ® --- ® Sy_1 is simple.

Let us prove that (Sp)- ® --- ® (Sg/)_ is simple for any 1 < L < L’ < N. From
Proposition 6.1, the tensor product (S;)— ® (S;)— is simple for any i # j. Then all (S;)—
belong to a category equivalent to Cy,_1 by Proposition 4.7. Hence the irreducibility of
(Sp)- ® -+ ® (Sp/)— follows from the induction hypothesis on /.

By Corollary 5.5 we obtain a surjective morphism

W — (Sn),®(S1® - ®Syv_1) @ (Sn)_

where W = (Sn) . ® ((S1), ® -+ ® (Snv-1)4) ® ((51)_ @+ @ (Sn-1)_) ® (Sn)_.
We have established above that for every 1 < ¢ < N, we have a surjective morphism
(SN)+ ®S; = S; ® (Sy)+. Hence we get a sequence of surjective morphisms

(SN);®(S1® - @ Sn_1) > S1®(SN) L @52 - ®SN_1 = -+ > (S1 @+ @ SN_1)R(SN)+-
Consequently we get surjective morphisms

(SN); @ ((S1)4 @+ ® (Sn=1)4) @ ((S1)_® - @ (Sn=1)_) ® (Sn)_

— (S1® ®SN-1) @ (SN). ® (SN)_ >V i=5® - ® Sh.

So V is cyclic since W is cyclic.

Consider the dual module V* 2 (S} ®--- ® S7). By our assumptions, S7 ® S} &
(S; ® S;)* is simple for every 1 < i < j < N. Moreover the modules S; belong to a
category equivalent to Cy by Proposition 4.7. So V* is cyclic. We can now conclude as
in [CP1, Section 4.10], because a cyclic module whose dual is cyclic is simple. O
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7. DISCUSSIONS

Let us conclude with some comments which are not used in the proof of the main
result of the present paper.

For simply-laced types, the intermediate Corollary 5.8 can also be proved by using
Nakajima’s g, t-characters [N1]|. Let us explain this proof since it is related to a nice
symmetry property of the corresponding Kazhdan-Lusztig polynomials (a priori, this
method can not be extended to the general case since quiver varieties used in [N1] are
not known to exist for the non simply-laced cases).

To start with, let us give some reminders on Nakajima’s ¢, t-characters which are
certain t-deformations of g-characters.

Let )V, = y[}/;7a,1/i7a,ti1]i€17a€<c* which is a t-deformation of Y. The V;, are new
variables playing the role of the A;; (the Y; o are denoted by W;, in [N1]).

A t-deformed product * and a bar involution are defined on Y; in [N1]. The bar
involution satisfies a*b = b*@ for a,b € J; and ¥ = t~1. There is a ring morphism
TV =Y satisfying 7(Y; o) = Yiae, 7(Vie) = A;al, m(t) =1 for any i € I, a € C*.

A monomial m in ) is a product of Y; 4, Vi 4, t*1 satisfying m = m. Let M, be the set
of these monomials and B C M; be the set of dominant monomials, that is of m € M;
such that m(m) is a dominant monomial in )). A dominant monomial m of ) is seen
as an element of B by the natural identification.

For My, My € My, we write My < My if My € MsZ[Vi o, t )icr acc-

A certain subring &; of ()}, %) is introduced in [N1] (it plays a role analog to Im(xq) C
V). For i € I,a € C*, there is a unique

Lia € &N | Yig | 14 Viag+ Y ZFFV
V<Vi aq
L; q is a t-analog of x4(L(Y;,4)). The existence of L; , is non trivial and is proved in [N1]
(it can also be proved purely algebraically [H1]). We define t-analogs of g-characters
of tensor products of fundamental representations (or Weyl modules) [N1]. Let m € B
and set u; , = u; o(m(m)) for i € I, a € C*. Let Ey(m) € Vs equal to

(9) M« H ( o (H (Li’aql)(*ui,aql)) " <H (Liag0) (*ui,aqo)) % ) ’
aE((C*/qZ) i€l i€l
where M = t"m H Y;_aui’“,
ic€l,acC*
the [ denote products for x and r € Z is set so that Ey(m)em+> . Z[tEm/.
For m € B, there exists [N1] a unique L;(m) € K; satisfying

Li(m) = Ly(m) , Ly(m) € m+ Y Z[t*"m/,

m/'<m

(10) Ey(m)= > Pum(t)Li(m') with Py () € t'Z[ETY], Prn(t) = 1.

{m’eB|m/<m}
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The L;(m) are t-analogs of g-characters of simple modules and the P, ,,,(t) are analogs
of Kazhdan-Lusztig polynomials. The following is an important consequence of the
theory of Nakajima’s quiver varieties which is proved in [N1]. We have

7 (Li(m)) = xq (L (w(m))) for m € B.

In particular, P, (1) is the multiplicity of L(mw(m')) in the tensor product of funda-
mental representations of highest weight monomial 7(m).

The Li(m) can be computed from (10) and from the F;(m) with an algorithm of
Kazhdan-Lusztig type. The L;,, and so the E¢(m), can be computed independently.
Hence the x,(L(m)) can be computed in principle. In practice, as explained in the
introduction of [N1], it is difficult to obtain informations on g¢-characters from this
complicated algorithm. But theoretical informations can be obtained from it, such as
the alternative proof of Corollary 5.8 for simply-laced types that we sketch now.

We use the notations of Corollary 5.8. Let M’ = (M)~ and M"” = (M)=L.
By the defining Formula (9), we get Ei(M) = Ey(M’') « E;(M"). By the defining
formula of * in [N1] and Formula (9), for m a monomial occurring in E;(M"), we get
M sm=mxM = Mm e M;. Hence

(11) Ey(M)=ME; (M") + (BEy (M') — M) « By (M").

For a monomial m of the form m = M"t"V;, 41 -+ V.,

iN(m),qTN(m) , We prove by induction

on N(m) > 0 the following symmetry property :
(12) [Le(M)]agrm = [Le(M")]m and Pagrip,as () = Pro g (8),

where [x], € Z[t*!] is the multiplicity of a monomial p in x € Y. The property is clear
for N(m) = 0 since PM7M(t) = PM//7M//(t) =1 and [Lt(M)]M = [Lt(M//)]M// = 1. The
inductive step follows from direct computations in the ring Y, by using (10) and (11).
The statement of Corollary 5.8 is now obtained immediately by applying 7 to (12).

Remark 7.1. In the same way we get the following (not used in this paper)
Xa<r(V) = (M)>F 0y <o (L ((M)=F)).
Indeed let M' = (M)<E, M = (M)ZEHD - As above E(M) = E(M')  E,(M") and

Bi(M) € By (M) M"+M > (Vg Z [, V]
i€l,r>L

jGI,aG(C*> '

Then, we prove by induction as above and by direct computation that for a monomial

m in M'Z [til, V;,qr]iel s We have [Lt(M)|pprm = [Le(M")]pn. This means

Ly(M) € M"Ly(M') + M Y (Vi,qrz (51, V4]

iel,r>L

jGI,aG(C*) '

We are done by applying .
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